
SUPPORT THE CONFIRMATION OF JUDGE KETANJI BROWN JACKSON
TO THE SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

Dear Senator:

We, the undersigned, are writing to express our support for the confirmation of Judge Ketanji
Brown Jackson to serve as an associate justice of the Supreme Court of the United States.

Judge Jackson would be an excellent associate justice on the Supreme Court. She has had an
impressive legal career and — during her time as a judge — has proven to be a fair-minded
arbiter of justice. Judge Jackson has spent nearly a decade on the federal bench, serving on
both the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit and the U.S. District Court for the District of
Columbia. Before her judicial service, she served as vice-chair of the U.S. Sentencing
Commission from 2010 to 2014 and as an assistant federal public defender in the Office of the
Federal Public Defender. A graduate of Harvard University and Harvard Law School, she
clerked for Judge Patti Saris of the U.S. District Court for the District of Massachusetts, Judge
Bruce Selya of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the First Circuit, and Associate Justice Stephen
Breyer of the Supreme Court. Judge Jackson’s impressive experience and record make her a
wonderful choice to serve on the federal bench.

Judge Jackson will bring crucial perspectives to the Court. She will be the first justice with any
significant criminal defense experience since the retirement of Justice Thurgood Marshall in
1991, and she would be the only Supreme Court justice to have ever served as a public
defender. This experience is of particular importance, especially since public defenders are1

vastly underrepresented in our judiciary — just over 5 percent of federal appellate judges have
experience as a public defender. Our highest court should reflect the diversity of the legal2

profession, and Judge Jackson’s meaningful experience is greatly needed on the Supreme
Court. She will be a fair voice with the heart and experience to make sure the law works for and
defends the health and opportunities of all our people.

Over the past few days, Judge Jackson has also shown great poise, strength of leadership, and
a commitment to bipartisanship in upholding the law, even in the face of often racist and very
politicized lines of questioning. Jackson has served in prestigious judicial positions with
distinction as a champion for everyday Americans, carefully applying the law for working people
across race, place, and origin. Alaska is a state full of immigrant and Indigenous working-class
families who deserve an advocate for them in the highest court in the land.

2 Biographical Directory of Article III Federal Judges, 1789-present, Federal Judicial Center (Accessed March
2022) Search includes all judges for the U.S. Courts of Appeal who listed “public defender” or “federal defender” as
non-volunteer work experience.

1 Ann E. Marimow & Aaron C. Davis, Potential pick Ketanji Brown Jackson would make history as first federal
public defender on Supreme Court, NEW YORK TIMES (Feb. 11, 2022).



If confirmed, Judge Jackson would be the first Black woman to ever serve on the Supreme
Court, a landmark milestone for our country. She will also be the most qualified candidate in
history. This is a pivotal moment for our Senators to stand on the right side of history and voice
their support for this impeccable candidate. It is a chance for leaders to show their commitment
to Alaskans and ensure that the fairness of the laws and policies that protect our land, our
people, our children, and our families are upheld by a Justice with a commitment to fairness and
equity under the law.

Judge Jackson’s record as a fair and impartial jurist is well-documented and she is respected
across party lines. She has been confirmed with bipartisan support by the Senate three times,
first, to the U.S. Sentencing Commission in 2010, then to the U.S. District Court for the District3

of Columbia in 2013, and finally to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit in 2021. Her4 5

nomination to the Supreme Court has been met with broad support from colleagues in the
judiciary, law enforcement community, academia, and the legal profession. Judge Jackson’s
impressive and distinguished legal career, her professionalism in all she encounters in her
courtroom and through the confirmation process, and her record as a fair-minded judge make
her an exceptional choice to serve on our nation’s highest court.

Judge Jackson’s record proves that she is immensely qualified to serve on the Supreme Court.
We strongly urge you to meet this incredible moment in history and to support the confirmation
of Judge Jackson to the Supreme Court.

Sincerely,

The Alaska Center, Alaska AFL-CIO, NAACP- Anchorage Branch, ENLACES, Sol de
Medianoche News, AKPIRG, Cook Inletkeeper, The Alaska Coalition of BIPOC Educators,
Native Peoples Action, Native Movement, NEA-Alaska, Tidelines Institute, 350Juneau--Climate
Action for Alaska, Fairbanks Climate Action Coalition, Stand UP Alaska, Alaska Community
Action on Toxics, Alaska Poor People's Campaign

5 PN391: Ketanji Brown Jackson (United States Circuit Court for the District of Columbia Circuit) 117th Congress
(June 14, 2021).

4 PN18: Ketanji Brown Jackson (United States District Court for the District of Columbia), 113th Congress (March
23, 2013).

3 PN802: Ketanji Brown Jackson (United States Sentencing Commission), 111th Congress (Feb. 11, 2010).


