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Only days after it was reported that nearly 300 forest fires 
were burning throughout the state, my four-year-old 
daughter Cooper and I attended a wedding on the Kenai 
Peninsula. Driving from Sterling to Homer in a smoky haze, 
we encountered sign after homemade sign by locals 
expressing their appreciation for the firefighters that saved 
their communities. 
 
Extreme weather is only one outcome of a rapidly changing 
climate, and Alaska has been feeling these impacts more 
intensely in recent years. A significant number of Alaska Native villages and coastal 
communities are threatened by, or currently facing, relocation. Yet the funding, and certainly 
the action plans to mitigate impacts, are not in place. Food sources are shifting, decreasing, or 
sometimes disappearing altogether. Climate change is threatening to eliminate an Alaska way 
of life and major industry—fisheries—due to ocean acidification. Scientists predict that my 
daughter's children will experience the loss of fisheries in their lifetime due to climate change.  
 
Alaska is now known by many throughout the world as “ground zero” for climate change. We 
are the poster child of climate change impacts, but today we have the opportunity to 
transition this identity to one of  innovation and leadership when it comes to climate 
solutions. 
 
On July 1, Ethan Berkowitz began his term as Mayor of Anchorage. As the elected leader of 
nearly half our state’s population, Mayor Berkowitz has committed to implementing a Climate 
Change Action Plan to address public health and safety, renewable energy and energy 
efficiency, and community resiliency. Local governments have real power to implement 
practical, pragmatic and impactful solutions to the devastating impacts of climate change on 
our state. In fact, of the 2,500 action items identified for addressing climate change by the 
United Nations, two-thirds require the involvement of local government. 
 
Additionally, our state government will need to play an important role in addressing our 
rapidly changing Arctic. Alaska’s young people know this—in March, our Alaska Youth for 
Environmental Action you delegates delivered more than 1,300 petitions to Governor Walker, 
asking that his Administration tackle climate change. 
 
The solutions are within reach: ACE is advocating to make the electrical grid more accessible 
to independent power producers through the creation of an Independent System Operator 
(ISO), in order to increase investments in renewable energy and facilitate energy efficiency on 
the railbelt. And, we can take action to reduce our emissions over the long term: the Clean 
Power Plan rules will be issued later this summer, and ACE is ready to help produce and 
support a state-driven plan that meets emissions goals. 
 
Alaska should be the base for clean energy solutions and strategies to sustain our families, 
cultures, and economies. A sense of innovation and aspiration will lead to action. And 
developing the next generation of leaders is key—save the date for our Commit to Climate: 
2015 AYEA Summer Fundraiser on August 20th to support the climate change work our 
AYEA teens are doing. 
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We’re excited to welcome two passionate interns to ACE this summer: Erin Bozek-Jarvis and Maka Monture! 
 
Erin comes to ACE from Marquette, MI and will be a senior at the University of Michigan this fall. We’re fortunate to 
have her with us through the Alaska Conservation Foundation Ted Smith Conservation Internship Program. A 
student of Environmental Public Policy with strong political and campaign experience, Erin is excited to help train 
more volunteer leaders through our summer Organizer Academy.  

 
So far, she’s been successful in recruiting an inspiring group of Alaskans for 
our second annual Organizer Academy, and invests her Thursday evenings in 
their training and development as community organizers. She’s working 
closely with these participants to guide them through planning community events around salmon stream 
protection and clean energy.  
 
Look for her at summer events throughout Southcentral where she’ll be recruiting volunteers for ACE and talking to 
Alaskans about the issues that face our wild salmon. 
 
Maka is a life-long Alaskan from Yakutat, and a recent graduate of Northern Arizona University with a Bachelors of 
Science in Applied Indigenous Studies. She honed her leadership skills through our Alaska Youth for Environmental 
Action (AYEA) Wild Alaskan Salmon Campaign, and went on to be a Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation scholar. 
Today, she’s putting this experience to good use working with the AYEA team as our Tribal Outreach Intern.  

 

 
       As an Alaskan of Tlingit and Mohawk descent and an AYEA 

graduate, Maka is excited to be focused on  engaging more 
rural and Tribal partners with the work AYEA is doing on 
climate change. She’s actively recruiting more teens from 

rural communities and villages to be part of AYEA through the upcoming Fall Summit, and sharing information 
about the program with tribal leaders statewide.  
 
Both Erin and Maka will be at several of our upcoming events - check the schedule in this newsletter to join us for an 
ACE event and welcome them to the team!  

"I joined the team at ACE this summer to work on tribal 

outreach with the AYEA program because I care deeply 

about environmental stewardship and youth leadership and 

engagement."      - Maka Monture, Tribal Outreach Intern 

Erin exploring  Southcentral by kayak 

 
Maka with AYEA Youth Organizers and Senator Lisa Murkowski  

"I wanted an internship that would help me understand how 

communities are organizing to protect their local interests. I have 

loved seeing how diverse groups are able to come together to protect 

Alaska’s resources. “     - Erin Bozek-Jarvis, Grassroots Organizing Intern 

CONNECT WITH US ONLINE!  Check out @alaskacenter on Instagram to see more of what 

we do every day, or follow Alaska Center for the Environment, Alaska Youth for Environmental 

Action, and Trailside Discovery Camp on Facebook.  



Do you know a teen that is ready to take their leadership to the next level?  
Nominate a 14-18 year old to join Alaska Youth for the Environmental Action as 
a Youth Organizer by participating in the Youth Summit , taking place October 
9—12th in Sutton.  
 
Youth Organizers will learn about climate change and it’s impacts on Alaska, 
develop skills in community organizing, design AYEA’s statewide campaign 
plan, and decide what actions the campaign will take throughout the year. 
 
Applications are due Monday, August 24th. Nominate a teen today at 
www.akcenter.org/ayea, or contact  Youth Training Coordinator Allison 
Barnwell at (907) 274-3626 or allison@akcenter.org. 

Each year ACE’s Trailside Discovery Program engages more than 8,000 children 
through summer camp and school outreach—and this summer is off to a record-
breaking start! More than 4,000 children are participating in the summer camp 
program in Anchorage, Eagle River, and Palmer; while our Nanuq Outreach Program 
gets Trailside Staff in classrooms throughout the school year to teach outdoor 
activities and environmental education. 
 
Trailside constantly works to keep the camp relevant and engaging, creating new 
programs each year. This summer’s highlights include the “Alaska Native Culture 
Keepers” program for ages 4-9, “Keep on Rollin’” fat tire bike session for ages 10-13, 

and “Reach High” rock climbing 
program for ages 10-13 with a special week just for girls. 
 
Just last week, one of these new programs—“Climate Scientists” - 
had the surprise of the summer. The program of 11 students took 
a flyover tour of Fire Island to check out the wind turbines and 
special guest KTUU meteorologist Jackie Purcell joined the kids 
for the flight to talk to them about climate and weather. After the 
flight, the students toured the Eklutna Hydroelectric Plant to learn 
about another renewable energy alternative. Then they visited 
the KTUU studios to see where Jackie works. You never know 
what a week at Trailside will bring! 

 
Trailside has also created a new way for 
campers ages 14-16 to share their passion, 
experiences, and skills with others—through the “Teacher Naturalist in Training” program. 
This program helps teens develop leadership skills and prepares them to be future leaders in 
the fields of environmental education and outreach, and many return to Trailside as Assistant 
Counselors once they are old enough. Along with their training, this group also participates in 
service projects like their recent work cleaning up Campbell Creek with ACE Organizer Kristen 
Collins, through a partnership with Anchorage Waterways Council and The Salmon Project. 
 
This year Trailside turns 33—and we invite you to celebrate these new programs and 

successes with us! Last weeks Trailside Birthday Party in Anchorage brought out 175 campers 
and parents,  and the next party is July 23rd at Spring Creek Farm in Palmer. 

Keep on Rollin’ 

KTUU’s Jackie Purcell with Trailside’s “Climate Scientists” 

AK Native Culture Keepers 

Youth Organizer Jimmy Wise 



Tuesday, July 21st, 5:30-8:00pm 
Save Space for Salmon—Organizer Academy Event 
Campbell Creek Park, 2365 E 48th Avenue, Anchorage 
 
Wednesday, July 22nd, 5:30-7:00pm 
Clean Power Happy Hour—Organizer Academy Event 
Snow Goose Restaurant, 717 W 3rd Avenue, Anchorage 
 
Thursday, July 23rd, 4:30 to 6:30pm 
Trailside Birthday Party 
Spring Creek Farm, 6402 Lossing Road, Palmer 

Thursday, August 20th, 5:30-8:00pm 
Commit to Climate: AYEA Summer Fundraiser 
With Special Guests Fran Ulmer and Ethan Berkowitz 
1142 G Street, Anchorage 
 
Saturday, September 12th, 9:00am—3:00pm 
Creek Cleanup & Celebration 
In partnership with Anchorage Waterways Council and REI 
Woodside Park, near E 20th Avenue & Gambell Street 
 
Contact us at (907) 274-3621 or info@akcenter.org for more 
information about any of these events. 


