Trailside Discovery

Mission Statement

Mission

To provide a broad range of outdoor environmental education experiences
for students of all ages and from all economic, social, and cultural backgrounds.

Goal

The goal of Trailside Discovery is to create an atmosphere conducive to 

expanding interest, appreciation, and knowledge of the natural environment, natural sciences, natural history, outdoor skills and leadership.

Outcomes
Participants will learn to make full use of their senses to perceive and understand the natural world around them, and feel comfortable in the natural environment.
The staff will instruct campers in basic outdoor survival skills, such as hiking, safety, wildlife awareness, basic first aid, and leave no trace ethics. The teaching of these skills is designated in such a way to satisfy the camper’s natural desire for adventure discovery and fun.

Campers will observe human’s interaction with the natural environment in order to better understand their own place in the earth’s ecosystem. They will explore ecological processes such as succession, food webs, and adaptations. They will be taught to recognize both human’s needs and the needs of wild things, and the complications which may result from their conflicting needs.

Campers will learn to identify common Alaska plants and animals. They will visit and compare a variety of local habitats, ranging from salt water marshes to alpine forests.
The staff will direct the participants in group games in the out-of-doors. These games are designed to promote fun, make new friends, and build group cooperation rather than competition. Campers will also conduct individual activities, such as journal writing and nature crafts, which will encourage initiative and constructive use of their leisure time.

