Alaskan Quest Ages 14-16
Dear Trailside Parent/Guardian,
Thank you for your enrollment in Trailside's environmental education program

Balance must be paid in full seven days prior to week in which child/children is/are attending.

DAY ONE: (Saturday): We will meet at the Campbell Creek Science Center from 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. to learn camping skills, introductions/ice breakers, and other skills that will help the group to get ready for it campout from Sunday through Saturday.  We want to be sure that everyone has the proper equipment and clothing, and is prepared for the coming week. Please bring all of the items listed on the equipment list.  All personal gear will be stored overnight to help facilitate an early departure the next day. This will help us prevent over - and under packing. It is important that everyone attends. For water based trips part of the day will be spent at Goose Lake in Kayaks, learning basic paddling techniques. Bring swimming attire and a towel.

DAY TWO: (Sunday): Students must be dropped off at the Campbell Creek Science Center gate parking lot at 9:00 a.m. They should bring any missing items suggested by instructors on Saturday, a sack lunch and be ready to drive to the trip site in our van.

PICK UP: (Following Saturday): We plan to arrive back at the Campbell Creek Science Center gate between 3:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. on the following Saturday and can be picked up by 4:30 p.m. at the gate parking lot.
Required Form:  The Health form must be filled out and returned to our office ten days prior to attending. The back of the health form must be signed by parents. A signed statement that all immunizations required for school are up to date and including the actual date of last tetanus shot, the Parent Policy Brochure form must also be reviewed by parents, and signed off on the health history form. Trailside Discovery does not carry Accident Insurance you must carry your own accident coverage.

WHAT TO EXPECT during the trip:  After arriving at the trailhead, Students move from place to place, exploring different habitats, in ratios of two staff to ten children, watching wildlife and observing other natural wonders. Our instructors lead activities that directly involve students in learning basic concepts of ecology and the environment in which they live.  Depending on the trip, leave no trace camping, backpacking, marine science, kayaking, canoeing and mountain bike skills will be taught.

As a trip participant you will carry your personal gear in you backpack or kayak along with a share of the group food and equipment. We eant you to have clothing and equipment you need, but we need to minimize the extra items to be sure everything fits into backpacks or boats. Because kayaking is a water sport, you and your gear will get wet. Gear can be protected by garbage bags or dry bags. Trailside provides dry bags for clothing. 

Backpacking and sea kayaking is a moderately strenuous sport, particularly for your arms and shoulders and lower extremities. Preconditioning will help you enjoy the trip. We suggest you do not need to become a super athlete to enjoy this experience, but getting in better shape will help you to carry your gear on the various trips. Everyone will be assigned to a cook crew. Each crew will be responsible for preparation of meals assigned to them.

Note: Trailside does have camping equipment available. For more information check with the TDC Director.
Thank You,

Thomas Burek

